
Annual NAPPA Conference 2016 

For Mercy’s Sake 

Keynote Fr Aloysious Mowe SJ, Director of Jesuit Refugee Service Australia. Our 

day includes stories from asylum seekers, conversations facilitated by Sydney 

Alliance, and workshops & interactive panel with those involved in welcoming, 

supporting, housing and empowering new arrivals to participate in our parishes, 

schools and communities. Guests include Ms Maha Abdo OAM, Muslim Women's 

Association, Bishop Terry Brady and Fr Maurizio Pettená CS, ACMRO. 

Tuesday 3rd May, 9am to 5pm, then Mass & Dinner, till 9pm 

Dooleys Catholic Club Lidcombe  

$75; with Dinner $115 

 

 

Continuing the conversation with those  

who have come across the seas 

To Register: http://www.trybooking.com/KIRS  

Enquiries & Dietary Requests: Greg Byrne  0427 918 568; greg.byrne@mn.catholic.org.au  

Organised by NAPPA (NSW Association of Pastors, Pastoral Associates and Parish Workers) 

UNHCR Photo Unit 

http://www.trybooking.com/KIRS


Annual NAPPA Conference 2016 

Fr Aloysious Mowe SJ, 
Director of Jesuit Refugee 
Service Australia, has worked 
extensively in the area 
of  Islamic studies and 
interfaith dialogue. He says:   
 
No one is excluded from God's 
graciousness and blessing, 
and those who consider 
themselves God's people 
above all are to welcome the 
stranger in their midst, on 
their land.  

Our day draws together members of parish pastoral councils, pastoral associates, 

other parish workers, clergy, religious, those from education and other related 

disciplines and diocesan workers. While a Catholic conference, and focused on 

our Catholic community engagement, it is also open to anyone seeking to live the 

common good, of all faiths and none.  You are most welcome. 

9.00am Registration and refreshments  

9.30am Welcome Address 

9.40am Fr Aloysious Mowe SJ 

10.20am Table Talk 

10.35am Asylum Seeker sharing 

10.55am Table Talk 

11.10am Morning Tea 

11.40am Panel:  
Fr Aloysious Mowe SJ 
Catholic Migrant & Refugee Office 
Islamic Women’s Association 
Parish representative 

12.40pm Lunch 

1.30pm Workshop, choose from: 

 Parish pastoral response 
 Advocacy response 

 Settlement Services International 

 Welcome Dinner Project 
 School pastoral response 

 Asylum Seekers Centre 

2.30pm Afternoon Tea 

3.00pm Workshop (workshops repeat) 

4.00pm Table Talk, Plenary & Close 

5.00pm Continue Journey with NAPPA The Sydney Alliance is a diverse non-partisan, 
civil society coalition made up of religious 
organisations, community organisations and 
unions. Since 2015 the Alliance has been 

conducting a campaign to change the conversation about asylum seekers through 
a series of table talks inside churches, schools and other civil institutions. During 
the conference, participants will experience some of the table talk process, 
including stories, discussion and expert input. Leading the process will be Sydney 
Alliance leader and experienced facilitator Shoshana Faire. 

6pm Mass at St Joachim’s with Bishop Terry 

Brady and then return to Dooleys for dinner, 

with special guest speaker. Close at 9.00pm. 

Parking is on-site at the multi-storey car park 

off Church St, Lidcombe. Club is 150m from 

train station on northern side of track.  

Our Programme Our Keynote 

Our Facilitator 

Our Participants 

Our conference is organised by the NSW Association of Pastors, Pastoral Associates and Parish Workers (NAPPA), a 

Catholic organisation connected with the NSW Bishops Conference. NAPPA holds an annual conference for 

members and guests to consider issues affecting parish, school and diocesan life. Our network supports 

collaboration between ordained and lay pastoral ministers, including religious, in our service of God’s mission. 



Annual NAPPA Conference 2016 

New Home - New Horizons, Sydney Catholic Schools Response to Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

At the core of our values is a focus on providing hope for all children and young people. This need is 

heightened for students in our Catholic schools who come from a refugee background. We 

recognise that everyone in our system has a role in not only knowing about the plight of refugees 

and asylum seekers but also in welcoming students and their families into our communities. This 

workshop will share the story of how we as a system work to provide positive outcomes and new 

horizons for all members of our Catholic system of schools. Louise Zavone and Virginia Francis from 

the Sydney Catholic Schools will facilitate this session. 
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Providing Practical and Personal Support: Asylum Seekers Centre 

The Asylum Seekers Centre provides practical and personal support for asylum seekers living in the 

community. Our services include casework, accommodation, financial relief, health care and 

counselling, employment assistance, education, advocacy, food and recreational activities. 

In this session, with Frances Rush, CEO, discover more about the Centre and how you can work with 

them to provide a welcoming environment and practical support for community-based asylum 

seekers, while building community support and pursuing social justice outcomes for them. 
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Helping Parishes work with refugees 

David Addington AM, is the founding Chairperson of The Northern Beaches Refugee Sanctuary (NBRS).  

NBRS is a work of the Manly Freshwater Parish. It started in 2002 and has helped just under 4,300 

refugees with interest free loans, to pay for their airfares to Australia. The group has used an initial 

period of fundraising to set up the scheme and is now self-funding, recycling the repayments of the 

loans.  It has helped the newly arrived to settle into the community by referring them to the appropriate 

agencies and support avenues. The group has lent about  $8 million over its time of operation and has 

had a failure-to-repay rate of just 1%!  Find out more about this amazing story! 
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More about our workshops 

More About Our Panel, Mass & Dinner 
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Our panellists include Fr Aloysius Mowe SJ, Ms Maha Abdo OAM, President of Islamic Women’s 

Association,  Fr Maurizio Pettena CS,  Director of the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office and 

Mr Brian Moir, Epping-Carlingford parishioner. Maha has spent the last 23 years working to help give 

Muslim women, often newly arrived immigrants, safety and assurance in difficult and trying 

circumstances.  Today she represents and gives voice to Muslim women abroad as well as in Australia, 

advising government on policy, services and strategies to create a harmonious community for future 

generations of Muslim and non-Muslim women. Bishop Terry Brady celebrates Mass with us. Over 

dinner, we listen to South Sudanese child soldier-turned-lawyer Deng Thiak Adut, who moved hearts 

with his 2016 Australia Day address. 
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Developing a Parish response 

You will be supported in how to build up our recognition of the need for action, a belief that we can 

help, the importance of maintaining focus within a multifaceted environment, the importance of prayer 

and something of a roadmap for individual and broader parish involvement.  

Brian and his wife, Carolyn, have been parishioners at Epping/Carlingford Parish for over forty years. 

They have four children and eleven grandchildren. With the strong support of their Parish Priest, Fr 

Peter Dowd, they work with about 30 parishioners involved with refugees and asylum seekers. They 

provide a weekly English conversation class for women, individual advocacy, hospitality, friendship and 

clerical support with form filling. They partner with a Hazara charity and the House of Welcome. 
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Power in the parishes! Community organising for the common good! 

Learn about building “relational-power” in parishes to act for the common good – with a focus on issues 

related to people seeking refuge and asylum; how to take successful action on community concerns in a 

way that draws on deep veins of Catholic Social teaching, goes beyond the ‘usual suspects’ interested in 

social justice (such as refugee issues)  and builds strong, energised volunteer teams within a parish. 

Meet Organisers and leaders from the Sydney Alliance and hear stories about Catholic parishes taking 

action to win on refugee and asylum seeker issues as well as other diverse issues such as lifts at train 

stations, protecting the ‘Sabbath’/weekends and affordable housing. David Barrow is the Lead Organiser 

at the Sydney Alliance, where he has been engaging Catholics and many other groups in community 

organising for six years.  
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Serving and Supporting: Settlement Services International 

Refugees and asylum seekers have often experienced significant hardship before reaching Australian 

shores, and challenges remain as they adjust to life here. In this session, you will learn about the 

challenges, barriers, and opportunities facing asylum seekers and newly arrived refugees. You will also 

gain a greater understanding of the services and support provided to these vulnerable communities, and 

what can be done to help.  Yamamah Agha leads the Humanitarian Settlement Services program at not-

for-profit organisation, Settlement Services International. She has more than 10 years' experience 

assisting refugees and humanitarian entrants to settle in Australia. She has a particular interest in 

women's rights, and supporting and empowering refugee women and their families to reach their 

potential. 
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Welcome Dinner Project 

People from all across the world come together over a shared meal and create a space for conversation 

around the aspects of life where our stories intersect and shared dreams are realised. Welcome Dinners 

are an accessible and enjoyable platform to enhance your social connections, enable positive 

community participation and spark friendships with people from diverse cultures who live in your 

community. Penny is founder of joiningthedots and National Coordinator of The Welcome Dinner 

Project, and her life goal is to be a catalyst for profound shifts towards a hope-filled, just and sustainable 

world, especially focusing on providing pathways for people to share their giftedness, enthusiasm, time 

and energy by collaborating with others to create the world we dream of.  

Come along and find out more! 
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