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“How important grandparents are for family life, 
for passing on the human and religious heritage 
which is so essential for each and every society!”

            -Pope Francis

The Catholic Grandparents 
Association has as its mission 
“to help Grandparents pass on the 
faith and keep prayer in the 
heart of family life”.
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HISTORY OF THE 
CATHOLIC GRANDPARENTS 
ASSOCIATION
In 2003 the first National Grandparents’ 
Pilgrimage was held at the national shrine 
of Our Lady in Walsingham, England. Four 
years later Ireland hosted its first 
National Grandparents’ Pilgrimage to the 
shrine of Our Lady of Knock. 

The growing popularity of these 
pilgrimages reflected the strong desire of pilgrimages reflected the strong desire of 
grandparents to be involved in the 
passing on of the Catholic faith to their passing on of the Catholic faith to their 
grandchildren. In response the Catholic 
Grandparents Association was officially 
launched in 2009 at Knock, Ireland. Since 
then the various chapters of the  CGA 
have supported grandparents in their 
vocation to pass on the faith within their vocation to pass on the faith within their 
families. 

The Catholic Grandparents Association 
encourages grandparents at a local parish 
level to come together as a faith 
community for mutual support, 
encouragement and prayer as they help encouragement and prayer as they help 
one another to pass on the faith. The 
Association has received important 
support from Pope Benedict XVI, who 
wrote a prayer for grandparents, and 
from Pope Francis, who has spoken of the 
importance of grandparents in importance of grandparents in ‘passing on 
the human and religious heritage which is 
so essential for each and every society’. 

In Australia, Cardinal 
George Pell, Archbishop 
of Sydney is the National 
Patron of the Catholic 
Grandparents Association.





Australia
Life, Marriage and Family Centre
133 Liverpool Street
SYDNEY  NSW  2000
tel: (02) 9390 5283
email: lifemarriagefamily@sydneycatholic.org.au 
www.lifemarriagefamily.org.au www.lifemarriagefamily.org.au 

Ireland
Castlebar Street
Westport
IRELAND
Email: info@CatholicGrandparentsAssociation.com

Philippines
Catholic Diocese of Daet
Camarines Norte
tel: 054-4401125

United Kingdom
Catholic Grandparents 
Association  
Administrator 
Email: cc.donn@talktalk.net

Resources
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1. & 2. Pope Francis, Angelus, Central balcony of the Archbishop’s Residence of St. Joaquin, 
Rio de Janeiro Friday, 26 July 2013

 
1. Contact your parish priest about starting a new branch of the CGA and ask to
    speak at Sunday Mass to explain the mission of the Catholic Grandparents 
    Association. 

2. In the weeks leading up to the Mass, place a notice in the parish bulletin about
    the creation of a new group for grandparents, details of the first meeting and
    your contact details for any inquiries.     your contact details for any inquiries. 

3. After Mass hand out relevant information and speak to anyone who has
    questions. 

4. During the first meeting, invite those attending to share contact information as a
    step towards the formation of a community of faith and support. 

5. Register your local parish group with the Catholic Grandparents Association
    through the Life, Marriage and Family Centre. See contact details below. 

How do I organise a new branch of the
Catholic Grandparents Association?
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