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“The Pastoral 
Planning Office has 

been instrumental 
in ensuring our parish 

receives the best support 
through the process of 

clarifying our local 
priorities and desired 

outcomes in moving the 
community forwards 

for Christ”
– Parish Priest

The genesis of Faith in 
Our Future (2014-2018), 
the Pastoral Plan for the 

Catholic Diocese of Parramatta, 
lies in the faith and aspirations of 

its people. Representing the voices 
of thousands of Catholics who shared 

their views through the largest consultation 
process undertaken in the history of our Diocese, 
Faith in Our Future guides us into the years ahead 
with confidence and energy. 

Established in 1986, the Diocese of Parramatta is a 
community of disciples seeking to grow and share its 
faith with the people of Western Sydney. Centred in 
Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit, we live this mission 
in a part of the nation filled with families and still 
growing with the vibrancy and energy of its youth. 
Western Sydney is also the epicentre of migration and 
our Catholic life is greatly enriched by this diversity. 

The vision of Faith in Our Future will continue 
to unfold with new parishes and schools to build, 
expanding pastoral care and social services to 
assist those in need, and innovative leadership for 
the development of youth in our Catholic schools, 
parishes and beyond. Our communities and agencies 
have been encouraged to collaborate more often, we 
have an ongoing commitment to best practices in 
child protection and safeguarding, while adult faith 
education remains a priority so all our people can 
take up their baptismal mission as ‘good news’ for 
our Church and our world. 

Our Diocesan Pastoral Plan is challenging us as 
individuals and communities to a renewed heart for 
prayer, service and evangelisation. Inspired by the 
living faith and commitment of our priests, deacons, 
religious, lay men and women, and youth, we look 
to this future with great hope. It is together in mutual 
support that we will take Christ into the hearts and 
homes of Western Sydney, transforming our society 
with the joy of the Gospel. 

With great faith in our future,

Daniel Ang
Director, Pastoral Planning Office

“Our Diocesan Pastoral Plan has 
given us confidence as a parish to 

review and also rethink the way 
we meet the needs of our people 

and evangelise 
with creativity and 

renewed passion” 
–  Joanne, 36 years

SUPPORTING FAMILY LIFE
A new Family & Life Office was established this year with 
the mission to proclaim and support the Church’s teaching 
on pro-life issues, marriage, family life and relationships, 
among Catholics as well as in the broader community.

In welcoming newcomers to parish family, our parishes have 
also formed new hospitality teams, assembled parish kits to share 
information about our communities, and are strengthening follow-up 
processes to keep connected to our new families and members.

EVANGELISATION
The Catholic Education Office has begun to 

implement the recommendations of a review 
of Religious Education curriculum, including a 

renewed focus on forming teachers to be intentional 
disciples and to assist students develop an ongoing 

commitment to Catholic faith and life.

Our parishes have established new websites and 
social media including Facebook and Twitter, 
taken up evangelising opportunities such as 

Catholic Alpha, are strengthening their 
relationships with local schools, and 

collaborating in areas including RCIA 
and youth ministry to share their 
wisdom and make the most of 

their resources.

VOCATIONS 
Opportunities for adult faith education are now available 

closer to our people with the Institute for Mission, Office for 
Worship and Social Justice Office moving out into our communities in 

the Diocese with courses and workshops.

Parishes are supporting the formation of lay men and women in areas of liturgical 
ministry, theology and Scripture, sponsoring participants to attend local and national 

conferences as well, while new parish pastoral councils and local 
pastoral plans have formed to guide and assist 

our communities to achieve their 
missionary goals.

CONNECTING 
BETTER WITH 

THE YOUNG
Catholic Youth Parramatta 

has been reinvigorated this year 
with new leadership and fresh ideas 

to resource, support and network young 
people to become disciples for Christ.

New parish youth groups have also formed, with new 
youth ministers and leaders in place, while planning for the 
next World Youth Day in Poland has already commenced.

CatholicCare Social Services has further 
developed the All Saints of Africa Centre at 

Blacktown and is engaging our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities as well 

to draw on the gifts and meet the needs of our 
diverse people.

Parish teams are working more closely with major 
ethnic groups within their communities while our 

migrant chaplaincies are undergoing renewal in light 
of shifting demographics and changing needs.

ETHNIC DIVERSITY
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