
4

Planning Together in Christ for the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta

Catholic Diocese of Parramatta Information Guide

Who we are
• The Catholic Diocese of Parramatta was created by Blessed 

John Paul II on 8 April 1986. Our Diocese includes some of the 
oldest parishes in Australia, including Parramatta (1827), Windsor 
(1832) and Penrith (1839), as well as some of the newest, 
including Glenmore Park (2004) and Rouse Hill (2007). Some 
parishes have several churches. We have 49 parishes so far.

• We are a Diocese of some 330,000 Catholics out of a 
general population of around 1.1 million. This means that 
almost one in three of those living in our area are Catholic 
– far more than the national average of 25.8%.

• At least one-quarter of the Catholics in the Diocese were 
born overseas in a non-English-speaking country and almost 
one-third speak a language other than English at home.

• The top 4 birthplaces of all Catholics in the Diocese who 
were born overseas are the Philippines, Lebanon, Malta 
and Italy. The top 4 birthplaces of the most recent arrivals 
are the Middle East/North Africa, North America, Iraq 
and India. A signifi cant population of refugees from the 
Sudan and elsewhere have settled in the Diocese.

• There are about 5,000 Aboriginal Catholics in the Diocese, the 
largest urban concentration of Indigenous Catholics in Australia. 

• Our families are crucial for the transmission of life, faith, values 
and vocations. In the 2006 Census, we had 111,079 two-

parent Catholic families (with at least one parent Catholic) 
and 14,267 single-parent families (with parent Catholic).

• Marriage and family life are strong in some ethnic communities, 
but there is also a declining sense of family and neighbourhood in 
Australia. Many families are under fi nancial and economic stress.

• The Diocese is youthful by Australian standards. About one-
quarter of Parramatta Catholics are under 14 years old, while 
only one-tenth are over 65. Our median age is 33. We have 
around 80 active youth groups and ministries and growing 
participation in World Youth Days and other youth activities.

• Our largest growth areas include Riverstone, Schofi elds,
Rouse Hill and Box Hill.

• Our parishes are grouped together into seven deaneries 
(Blacktown, Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury, Hills, Holroyd, 
Nepean, Parramatta) for the purpose of promoting and 
coordinating pastoral activity within the region.

What we do sacramentally
We are a community of faith nurtured by word and sacrament. In 
the word of God we meet the living, teaching, acting God. In the 
sacraments we encounter Christ Himself who nourishes our life-long 
transformation as disciples, our unity as the body of Christ, and our 
mission as people sent to live Christ’s message in our daily lives.
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Sacramental Trends (2000-2010)

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010
Baptisms 4,594 3,586 4,474 4,658 4,390 4,275
Confi rmations 3,700 3,033 3,580 3,391 3,468 3,382
First Communions 3,628 3,210 3,677 3,622 3,340 3,608
Marriages 831 576 618 597 552 512

First sacraments: while there has not been a sharp decline in 
numbers of baptisms, confi rmations and fi rst communions over the 
past decade, our Catholic population has increased in that time 
and so we should have seen an increase. This suggests there has 
actually been a pro rata decline in participation in these sacraments. 

There is also some ‘leakage’ between baptism and fi rst communion 
of about one-quarter. This suggests that after baptism, a signifi cant 
proportion of our people are not seen again, or only rarely.

Mass attendance: the 2011 Mass count reveals that about 
1 in 7 Catholics within the Diocese attend Mass on any given 

weekend. That is better than the rate in many parts of the country 
and better than in some other countries. But it still means that 
6 out of 7 Catholics are not at Mass on any particular Sunday 
and many of those practice only once or twice a year, if at all. 

Mass attendance rates vary considerably across the Diocese and 
between ethnic groups. In some parishes one-quarter or more 
attend each Sunday, while in other parishes it is fewer than 1 in 
10. Discounting the help that a growing population provides, it 
seems that Mass attendance is falling by about 1% a year.

Vocations: more dramatic has been the decline in the 
number of marriages celebrated within the Church over the 
past decade. Whereas once almost all Catholic couples 
married within the Church, today many couples either 
do not marry at all, or marry outside the Church.
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There are around 75 diocesan priests in the Diocese of Parramatta, 
of which 47 are active in full-time ministry. Some parishes have 
assistant priests and a few diocesan priests have non-parish 
ministries. At present seven parishes are entrusted to religious 
congregations and three more have religious as parish priests. 
There are also seven permanent deacons within the Diocese and 
several more in formation. There are currently 11 seminarians in our 
Diocese, based at the Seminary of the Holy Spirit at St Marys.

Assuming one priestly ordination per year, the average death 
rate for Australian males by age group, the normal retirement 
of clergy at 75 but two retiring early every fi ve years, up to two 
priests on study, sabbatical or sick leave at any one time and 
one incardination every second year … then in 2015 there 
will be 42 and in 2020 there will be 36 active, incardinated 
priests. There will be some others on lesser duties. 

There are presently 56 religious congregations in the Diocese,
some of which are growing while others are ageing 
and shrinking. The number of overseas-born clergy 
and religious in the Diocese is increasing.

Other trends
• Population growth and mobility: Western Sydney is 

slated to double before our next Jubilee (2036) as people 
move west to new, emerging suburbs. A signifi cant 
proportion of those in any particular parish move houses 
(and thus usually to another parish) every fi ve years.

• Immigration: Western Sydney is the epicentre of 
immigration in Australia, including refugee settlement, 
contributing to our multicultural context.

• Social trends: poverty, debt, crime, problem gambling 
and marginalisation are pressing realities within our region 
while ‘sport and sun’ and consumer culture feature 
strongly; the media and IT revolution continues apace. 

• Religion and secularisation: Australia, and especially 
Western Sydney, is still a religious culture in many ways: 
most still believe in God, identify as Christians, still pray 
sometimes, and still hunger for the sacred. One in seven 
Catholics regularly attends Mass and many are very devout. 
However, in the 2006 census 115,000 people living within 
the Diocese explicitly stated they had ‘no religion’. There 
is hostility to faith in some quarters and there are efforts to 
erase Christian heritage from laws, institutions and culture. 

• Ecumenical landscape: The total Christian population within 
the Diocese is around 700,000 of which Catholics account for 
about half. The second largest Christian denomination within the 
Diocese is the Anglican Church, with a population of 186,557. The 
most signifi cant Pentecostal presence in our region is Hillsong. 

How we Live, Teach and Grow our Faith
• Our parishes: In addition to the celebration of sacraments 

in our parishes, there are other forms of prayer, preaching 
and worship, sacramental preparation, RCIA, children’s 
liturgies, prayer groups, Advent and Lenten programs, 
Scripture study groups, catechists, hospitality teams, music 
ministries, care of the sick, refl ection days, youth groups and 
programs, all of which seek to support and teach our faith.

• Our Catholic schools: Our 57 primary and 33 secondary 
schools teach some 47,500 students and employ 4,700 staff. 
Parish priests and principals work collaboratively to ensure the 
mission of Catholic education in the Diocese is realised through 
pastoral care, sacramental and liturgical celebrations as well as 
the shared management of school sites in systemic schools.
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Catholic Systemic School Enrolments 2000-2010

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010
Primary 21,932 22,812 22,807 22,796 22,524 22,320
Secondary 17,589 18,598 18,711 18,491 18,526 19,123
TOTAL 39,521 41,410 41,518 41,287 41,050 41,443

• In State schools: We have around 20,000 children receiving 
Special Religious Education (SRE) in non-Catholic schools 
through the work of some 1,020 catechists formed and 
coordinated by the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
(CCD). These catechists are present in 194 out of 197 State 
primary schools and 21 out of 55 State high schools.

• Diocesan Services: Our faith is also supported by a 
number of diocesan structures and agencies, including the 
Chancery with its fi nance, property and parish support, 
communications offi ce and audit team, the Commission for 
Ecumenism and Interfaith Dialogue, the Institute for Mission, 
the Offi ce for Worship, the Vocations Offi ce, the Permanent 
Diaconate Formation Program, our offi cial diocesan publication 
Catholic Outlook, the Marriage Tribunal, a Clergy Health 
Coordinator and Professional Standards Manager. 

• Our chaplaincies: There are a number of chaplaincies 
which serve the needs of different groups and communities 
in the Diocese. They include 16 migrant chaplains, as well as 
chaplains for Aboriginal Catholic Services, aged care, the Coptic 
community, the Extraordinary Form/Latin Mass community, 
hospitals, police and prison services, SES, St John Ambulance, 
university and college, and Young Christian Workers.

• Religious Institutes and Congregations: Religious 
communities within our Diocese include the Augustinians, 
Camillians, Carmelite Friars, Christian Brothers, Franciscan Friars, 
Good Samaritan Sisters, Holy Family Sisters, Jesuits, Josephites, 
Marist Sisters and Brothers, Mercy Sisters, OLSH Sisters, 
Opus Dei, Patrician Brothers, Presentation Sisters, Salesians, 
Schoenstatt Sisters and Fathers, St John of God Brothers, Tyburn 
Benedictines, Ursuline Sisters, among others. New Religious 
Institutes in the Diocese include the La Salette Missionaries, the 
Pauline Fathers and the Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters.
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Planning Together in Christ for the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta

our pastoral  planning prayer
Almighty and everloving God,
guide our hearts and minds

as we pray and refl ect on faith in our future
as the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta.

Together as one body in Christ,
may we respond to your Word,

be attentive to the signs of the times,
and include and respect all people

in their diverse cultures, gifts and vocations.

Bless us with your Spirit, 
that by our deeds and our words

we will serve you together in holiness and truth.

We pray this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

• Youth groups and movements: Young Catholics within the 
Diocese are supported by Catholic Youth Parramatta and 
around 80 youth groups and ministries, including parish-based 
groups, ecclesial communities, social justice groups, prayer 
and liturgy groups, and young adult forums and events.

• Faith and life groups: Among these are the St Vincent 
de Paul Society, the Legion of Mary, Marriage Encounter, 
the Catholic Women’s League, the Couples for Christ and 
associated movements, the Disciples of Jesus, the Bread 
of Life Catholic Fellowship, and many other charismatic 
and Christian Meditation communities. There are also 
eight retreat and conference centres within our Diocese 
that provide opportunities for prayer and faith renewal.

How we Enact our Faith 
with Justice and Love
• As individuals: In caring for our families and loved ones 

and providing for their material, emotional and spiritual 
needs, we live our faith with justice and love.

• As communities: Parishes and communities throughout the 
Diocese act in justice through numerous care groups, in hospitals 
and nursing homes, through loss and bereavement ministries, 
mission and outreach teams, prayer groups, seniors groups and 
outings, and by undertaking Christmas and other appeals.

• CatholicCare Social Services: CatholicCare provides various 
social services to support people, relationships and communities 
in the spirit of Christ. They do this by provision of services in 
Disability, Mental Health and Ageing, Mission and Pastoral Services, 
Aboriginal and Community Building, Counselling and Education, 
and Community & Family Support. CatholicCare recently 
established a new Aboriginal Catholic Services Centre in Emerton.

• St Vincent de Paul Society: ‘Vinnies’ serves with justice 
and compassion through some 530 conference members, 
2,500 volunteers and 65 employees within the Diocese, 
providing disaster and crisis relief services and meeting 
the needs of the poor, disadvantaged and homeless. 

• Other centres and programs of care: These include the 
Obley Education Centre and Eddy’s Out West Assessment 
Unit (Christian Brothers), Mamre Project (assists unemployed, 
disabled, disadvantaged, refugee families, sponsored by Mercy 
Sisters), the San Miguel Family Centre (De La Salle Brothers 
– BoysTown), Marist Youth Care, the Don Bosco Youth Centre 
(Salesians), and St Gabriel’s School for Students with Hearing 
Impairment and Other Special Needs (Christian Brothers).

• Diocesan: The commitment to justice is supported in our 
Diocese by the Social Justice Offi ce and the Diocesan 
Caritas Offi cer who work with others in the area of welfare 
and social justice. The Diocese sponsors a number of 
annual appeals to support emergency relief and longer-
term development programs in needy countries.

• Missions: Catholic Mission supports our overseas missions.

How we Fund our Mission
• Our priests: Funded by the fi rst collection at Sunday Masses, 

the Father’s Day appeal, the Clergy Support Foundation 
and the Clergy Remuneration and Retirement Fund. 

• Our parishes: Funded by the second collection at 
Sunday Masses, planned giving campaigns, fundraising, 
donations, advertising revenue from parish bulletins, piety 
stalls, interest income and occasional bequests.

• Our Chancery Offi ce: Funded by annual grants from the 
Diocesan Development Fund, subsidies for hospital and prison 
chaplaincy services, rental income and other operating income.

• Catholic Education Offi ce and Schools: Funded by 
Commonwealth and State Government Funding (85%), school 
fees from parents and carers (12%), fundraising, investment 
and other income. The Commonwealth Government’s 
Building the Education Revolution (BER) program saw 
signifi cant capital works within the schools in recent years.

• CatholicCare Social Services: Funded by Commonwealth 
(9%) and State (49%) Government grants, the Diocesan Works 
Fund (30%), local government grants, client fees and donations. 

• Other Diocesan Agencies: Funded by the Diocesan 
Works Fund and diocesan funds.

A directory of parishes, diocesan agencies, ministries and 
services is available at: www.parra.catholic.org.au


